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Contact: Paul Robinson, Democratic Services 
 paul.robinson@sheffield.gov.uk 
 

PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE MEETING 

 
The Council is composed of 84 Councillors with one-third elected three years in four. 
Councillors are democratically accountable to the residents of their Ward. The 
overriding duty of Councillors is to the whole community, but they have a special 
duty to their constituents, including those who did not vote for them 
 
All Councillors meet together as the Council. Here Councillors decide the Council’s 
overall policies and set the budget each year. The Council appoints the Leader and 
at its Annual Meeting will appoint Councillors to serve on its Committees.  It also 
appoints representatives to serve on joint bodies and external organisations.   
 
A copy of the agenda and reports is available on the Council’s website at 
http://democracy.sheffield.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=154. You may 
not be allowed to see some reports because they contain confidential information.  
These items are usually marked * on the agenda.  
 
Members of the public have the right to ask questions or submit petitions to most 
Council meetings and recording is allowed under the direction of the Chair.  Please 
see the website or contact Democratic Services for further information regarding 
public questions and petitions and details of the Council’s protocol on audio/visual 
recording and photography at council meetings. 
 
Council meetings are normally open to the public but sometimes the Council may 
have to discuss an item in private.  If this happens, you will be asked to leave.  Any 
private items are normally left until last.   
 
PLEASE NOTE: Meetings of the Council have to be held as physical meetings. 
While ever social distancing restrictions and other public health safety measures 
continue to apply, the meetings of the Council will be held at the Ponds Forge 
International Sports Centre as this venue can accommodate all 84 Members of the 
Council, plus officers and a limited number of members of the public within a safe 
indoor environment. 
 
If you would like to attend the meeting, you must register to attend by emailing 
committee@sheffield.gov.uk at least 2 clear days in advance of the date of the 
meeting.  This is necessary to facilitate the management of attendance at the 
meeting to maintain social distancing. In order to ensure safe access and to protect 
all attendees, you will be required to wear a face covering (unless you have an 
exemption) at all times within the venue. It is also recommended that you undertake 
a Covid-19 Rapid Lateral Flow Test within two days of the meeting. You can order 
tests online to be delivered to your home address, or you can collect tests from a 
local pharmacy or from the English Institute of Sport, Coleridge Road, Sheffield S9 
5DA. Further details of these tests and how to obtain them can be accessed here -
 Order coronavirus (COVID-19) rapid lateral flow tests - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk).  

mailto:paul.robinson@sheffield.gov.uk
http://democracy.sheffield.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=154
mailto:committee@sheffield.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
http://www.gov.uk/


 

 

 
We are unable to guarantee entrance to observers, as priority will be given to 
registered speakers.  
 
Alternatively, you can observe the meeting remotely by clicking on the ‘view the 
webcast’ link provided on the meeting page of the website. 
 
 

https://democracy.sheffield.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=154


 

 

 

COUNCIL AGENDA 
16 JUNE 2021 

 
Order of Business 

 
1.   
 

WELCOME AND HOUSEKEEPING ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

2.   
 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

3.   
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Members to declare any interests they have in the business to be 
considered at the meeting. 
 

4.   
 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND PETITIONS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 To receive any questions or petitions from the public, or communications 
submitted by the Lord Mayor or the Chief Executive and to pass such 
resolutions thereon as the Council Procedure Rules permit and as may be 
deemed expedient. 
 
 
(NOTE: There is a time limit of one hour for the above item of business.  In 
accordance with the arrangements published on the Council’s website in 
relation to meetings of the Council held whilst social distancing restrictions 
and other public health safety measures still apply, questions/petitions are 
required to be submitted in writing, to committee@sheffield.gov.uk, by 
9.00 a.m. on Monday 14h June.) 
 
 

5.   
 

MEMBERS' QUESTIONS 
 

 5.1 Questions relating to urgent business – Council Procedure Rule 
16.6(ii). 

 
5.2 Supplementary questions on written questions submitted at this 

meeting – Council Procedure Rule 16.4. 
 
5.3 Questions on the discharge of the functions of the South Yorkshire 

Joint Authorities for Fire and Rescue and Pensions – Section 41 of 
the Local Government Act 1985 – Council Procedure Rule 16.6(i). 

 
 (NB. Minutes of recent meetings of the two South Yorkshire Joint 

Authorities have been made available to all Members of the Council 
via the following link - 

 http://democracy.sheffield.gov.uk/ecCatDisplay.aspx?sch=doc&cat=13165&path=0) 
 

mailto:committee@sheffield.gov.uk
http://democracy.sheffield.gov.uk/ecCatDisplay.aspx?sch=doc&cat=13165&path=0


 

 

 
 

6.   
 

NOTICE OF MOTION REGARDING "PUTTING SHEFFIELD FIRST" - 
GIVEN BY COUNCILLOR TERRY FOX AND TO BE SECONDED BY 
COUNCILLOR JULIE GROCUTT 
 

 That this Council:- 
 
(a) recognises the incredible efforts that all staff, partner organisations, 

voluntary sector, local businesses, community groups and the 
people of Sheffield have made to get the city through the past 18 
months, and thanks everyone for their contribution; 

 
(b) notes that as the city moves out of lockdown, and continues to open 

up, it is essential that the Council takes action to secure the city’s 
recovery across a wide range of areas including support for jobs 
and the local economy, children and education, supporting people 
in financial hardship and the full reopening of Council services; 

 
(c) welcomes the plans to deliver on the following commitments:- 
 

(i) to introduce Local Area Committees, agreed by this Council 
in March, as a top priority, with the aim of establishing and 
embedding them within the Council, thus putting our 
communities at the heart of decision making and ensuring 
that Council services are responsive and accountable to the 
needs of our communities;  

 
(ii) delivering new investment in District Centres throughout the 

city to ensure their recovery and renewal, coupled with a 
wider programme of initiatives to support the re-opening of 
the city’s economy, such as the recently announced Summer 
in the Outdoor City Programme; 

 
(iii) investing in our young people through delivery of the 

Administration’s additional investment in youth services, 
following the service being brought back in-house; 

 
(iv) implementing the recommendations set out in the Arup 

report to create a pathway to deliver the shared ambition for 
net zero; 

 
(v) introducing a new approach to community safety, with 

additional safer neighbourhood wardens; and 
 

(vi) appointing an independent person to conduct a local inquiry 
into the management of the street trees dispute; 

 
(d) believes that the overriding priority of the Council, and the city as a 

whole, should be to put Sheffield first and work in the interests of 



 

 

the city and its people and welcomes the commitment of the new 
Administration to always Put Sheffield First; 

 
(e) believes that to meet the challenges the city faces it is important for 

Councillors to work together and co-operate across the city and that 
this is the responsible thing to do to provide the effective leadership 
and stability that the city needs from the Council going forward; and 

 
(f) notes that the Council will now begin a transition into new 

governance arrangements following the result of the governance 
referendum and welcomes the Council’s plans to introduce 
transitional committees to facilitate this change in governance and 
believes that they will be an important part of piloting this new way 
of working and supporting the organisation to put in place the best 
possible arrangements to deliver for Sheffield, working in an open, 
inclusive and democratic way. 

 
 

7.   
 

NOTICE OF MOTION REGARDING "TRUTH, TRUST AND 
TRANSPARENCY" - GIVEN BY COUNCILLOR SHAFFAQ MOHAMMED 
AND TO BE SECONDED BY COUNCILLOR BARBARA MASTERS 
 

 That this Council:- 
 
(a)  believes that local government is at its best when it operates on the 

principles of truth, trust and transparency; 
 
(b)  believes that the destruction of large numbers of healthy highway 

trees, the handling of the associated protests and the withholding of 
information has undermined public trust in the Council and that this 
trust must be rebuilt and restored; 

 
(c)  believes that a necessary step to rebuilding this trust is to hold an 

inquiry to ascertain the facts and make recommendations, and 
specifically that such an inquiry:- 

 
(i)  is fully held in public; 
 
(ii) is led by someone of the status of a retired judge, and who 

has a detailed understanding of public procurement; 
 
(iii) has access to all the council papers it requests; and 
 
(iv)  is able to question any council officers it believes 

appropriate; 
 
(d)  recommends that the Cooperative Executive commission such an 

inquiry to commence by September 2021 at the latest; 
 
(e)  calls on all current and past councillors and past council officers to 



 

 

co-operate with this inquiry; 
 
(f)  calls on partners, specifically Amey and South Yorkshire Police, to 

co-operate with this inquiry; and 
 
(g)  resolves to request the Cooperative Executive to publish the 

findings of this inquiry and act on its recommendations. 
 
 

8.   
 

NOTICE OF MOTION REGARDING "ACTION ON THE NATURE 
EMERGENCY" - GIVEN BY COUNCILLOR PETER GARBUTT AND TO 
BE SECONDED BY COUNCILLOR ANGELA ARGENZIO 
 

 That this Council:- 
  
(a) recognises our natural world is struggling from the impact of habitat 

degradation, urbanisation, consumerism, pollution, industrial 
agricultural and waste management practices and climate change – 
all contributing to widespread disruption to the survival and 
distribution of native species; 

  
(b) recognises and congratulates the excellent work by the Ecology 

Department, supported by the Parks and Countryside Service and 
partner organisations, being done on Species Specific Projects, as 
well as Landscape Projects, e.g. Urban Nature Parks and Nature 
Recovery Networks; and that, in addition, the Council defended the 
ecology of the Loxley River Valley by providing staff as key expert 
witnesses in a major planning inquiry, for the people of Sheffield; 

  
(c) in addition, congratulates and thanks all Council departments and 

employees working on projects and measures that protect and 
support nature, such as Sustainable Urban Drainage System work 
on Grey To Green projects, as well as organisations in Sheffield 
more broadly for their work, such as Hunter's Bar Infant School for 
their work on their green wall; 

  
(d) declares a nature emergency; 
  
(e) commits to developing a comprehensive Nature Emergency Action 

Plan (NEAP) for Sheffield, in association with partner organisations; 
 
(f) resolves that the plan will look to connect initiatives and unify the 

Council’s approach to biodiversity through the NEAP;  
 
(g) requests the Climate Change, Economy and Development 

Transitional Committee develop the NEAP with input from all 
departments within the Council, and providing the opportunity for 
relevant external partner organisations, businesses and community 
stakeholders to input and collaborate on initiatives where there are 
benefits to doing so, for example, a wildlife corridor could affect 



 

 

several departments including Transport, Housing and Parks; 
 
(h) recognises that co-operation and communication is key to the 

success of the Nature Emergency Action Plan and that, from the 
planning stage to implementation, monitoring and protecting, it is 
important for the Council to lead initiatives which address the 
Nature Emergency and have widespread support from the public 
and local campaign groups;  

 
(i) acknowledges the likely challenges to projects within the NEAP 

from developers under the current national planning guidelines 
which severely constrain proper consideration of the Climate and 
Ecological Emergency, and for this reason, it is imperative that this 
Council develops robust policies in the Local Plan which can help to 
protect and enhance biodiversity; and 

 
(j) requests that the Administration ensures relevant staff and all 

elected members will receive training on biodiversity net gain (BNG) 
- a vital aspect of the new Environment Bill. 

 
 

9.   
 

NOTICE OF MOTION REGARDING "MAKING SHEFFIELD EVEN 
SAFER FOR ALL" - GIVEN BY COUNCILLOR MARY LEA AND TO BE 
SECONDED BY COUNCILLOR SIONED-MAIR RICHARDS 
 

 That this Council:-  
 
(a) acknowledges with sadness the abduction and murder of Sarah 

Everard who was walking home after a quiet evening out at a 
friend’s house in South London; this incident led to widespread 
anger among women, many of whom spoke out about their own 
experiences of harassment and abuse when simply going about 
their daily lives; 

 
(b) believes Sheffield to be one of the safest of the largest cities and 

that we want all our residents to feel safe going about their daily 
lives in our city and we want all women and girls to feel safe and 
protected in their own homes, exercising and playing in our green 
spaces and socialising in our city centre and local communities; 

 
(c) notes that the third round of bidding is now underway for the 

Government’s Safer Streets Fund, and that the bids are being 
asked to focus on safety and feelings of safety in public places, 
particularly for women and girls;  

 
(d) welcomes the work and petition of Our Bodies, Our Streets, a 

student-led campaign in Sheffield which aims to end street 
harassment and improve public safety for women and marginalised 
genders; Safer Parks After Dark, their current project, aims to 
ensure that public spaces are welcoming and safe from street 



 

 

harassment through demanding safety interventions and initiating 
dialogue about this in our local communities; and the campaign has 
had talks with council members and officers in Sheffield and also in 
Rotherham; 

 
(e) welcomes the detailed work that has been undertaken by the 

Campaign Group to identify current issues as well as potential 
solutions that could be developed and a call to action based on best 
practice identified from other areas in the UK and internationally;  

 
(f) resolves to consult and work with the Office of the Police & Crime 

Commissioner, businesses, community, student and voluntary 
groups, both in the city and other local authorities, to prepare a bid 
for funding based around the proposals brought forward by Our 
Bodies, Our Streets, including:-  

 
(i) improve lighting in parks and other open spaces; and 
 
(ii) learn from any examples of best practice in other areas and 

countries which would improve and increase outdoor safety 
in this city; and 

 
(g) asks for a report to be brought forward which considers how local 

action can be taken, working across partners, to address the full 
range of ideas brought forward in Our Bodies, Our Streets’ call to 
action, setting out the city’s approach to safety in public places, 
noting the wider issues raised by the campaign including:- 

 
(i) greater work to tackle the root cause; systematic change is 

needed to tackle the culture of misogyny and public sexual 
harassment in the UK; 

 
(ii) ensuring genuine community consultation with women and 

marginalised gender groups is placed at the heart of decision 
making; 

 
(iii) learning from cities who have pioneered inclusive gender 

design; and 
 
(iv) greater recording of data around lived experience to 

generate evidence that can inform decision making. 
 
 

10.   
 

THE MAKING OF BROOMHILL, BROOMFIELD, ENDCLIFFE, 
SOMERFIELD AND TAPTON (BBEST) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 

 To approve, with or without amendment, the recommendations in the 
report of the Executive Director, Place, published with this agenda, on the 
result of the BBEST Neighbourhood Plan Referendum and to outline the 
steps to be taken in consequence of its outcome. 



 

 

 
11.   
 

TRANSITION TO A COMMITTEE SYSTEM OF GOVERNANCE 
 

 To approve, with or without amendment, the recommendations in the 
report (to follow) of the Director of Legal and Governance (Monitoring 
Officer) on the steps necessary for the establishment of a programme to 
enable the Council to transition to a Committee system of Governance 
from May 2022. 
 

12.   
 

UPDATED CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS 
 

 To approve, with or without amendment, the recommendations in the 
report of the Director of Legal and Governance (Monitoring Officer), 
published with this agenda, recommending the Council to adopt an 
updated Members Code of Conduct following agreement by the Audit and 
Standards Committee on 25th March 2021. 
 

13.   
 

REPRESENTATION, DELEGATED AUTHORITY AND RELATED 
ISSUES 
 

 To consider any changes to the memberships and arrangements for 
meetings of Committees etc., delegated authority, and the appointment of 
representatives to serve on other bodies. 
 
 
 
 

 

Gillian Duckworth 
Director of Legal and Governance   
 
Dated this 8 day of June 2021 
 
 
The next ordinary meeting of the Council will be held on 7 July 2021 
 
 


